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About this Syndicated Study:
Study objectives, ownership, & usage
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• This is Wave 3 of Pollara Strategic Insight’s semi-annual syndicated study The Public Lens:
Legalizing Marijuana – the definitive barometer of public opinion on one of Canada’s most
prominent public policy topics. Subscribers to this study receive fresh insights into public – and
marijuana user – engagement, perceptions, and attitudes about marijuana as well as their
expectations, concerns, support levels, and preferences regarding legalization and various
legalization policy components.

• The first wave of our study was conducted in March 2017, prior to the tabling of the Cannabis Act.
Wave 2 was conducted in December, 2017. This wave – Wave 3 – was conducted immediately following
passage of the Cannabis Act.

• Wave 4 will be launched within 1-3 months following legalization taking effect (October 17, 2018).
• Study or subscription-related questions can be directed to the contact listed at the back of this report.

• This is a truncated version of the full Wave 3 report, focussing only
on findings related to usage, approval, and likelihood to buy
marijuana through the new legal retail system. Excerpt



Methodology: Wave 3
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Wave 3 Regional Sampling Regime

Region Number of 
interviews

Margin of 
error*

Atlantic Canada 100 ± 9.8%
Quebec 317 ± 5.5%
Ontario 337 ± 5.3%
Manitoba 82 ± 10.8%
Saskatchewan 84 ± 10.7%
Alberta 149 ± 8.0%
British Columbia 158 ± 7.8%

Canada 1,227 ± 2.8%

• Methodology/Sample: Online survey of 
randomly-selected sample of 1,227 adult (18+) 
Canadians 

• Field Window:  July 18-25, 2018, following 
passage of Cannabis Act into law

• Previous waves were conducted as follows:
• Wave 1: Mid-March 2017, prior to tabling           

of Cannabis Act
• Wave 2: Mid-December 2017, following 

announcement of additional regulation      
details re: taxation policy etc. 

• Reliability:
• These are non-probability samples, which cannot be 

assigned a margin of error. *Comparatively, a probability 
sample of this size carries a margin of error of  ± 2.8%, 19 
times out of 20. 

Excerpt
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• On a national basis, our survey found an Ever Used Cannabis Rate of 37% and a Past 12 Months Cannabis Usage Rate of 
13%. 

o These Ever Used and Past 12 Months rates align with our March 2017 survey (42% and 11%, respectively) and our December 2017 survey 
(37% and 11%). 

o The Statistics Canada National Cannabis Survey, 2nd quarter 2018, reported a past-three-month usage rate of 16% among Canadians aged 
15 and older – a figure comparable to our past-12-months usage rate (13%) found among Canadians aged 18 and older. 

o Although surveys are widely regarded as the best available method to estimate drug usage prevalence, it is also widely assumed that drug 
usage, including cannabis usage, is under-reported in surveys due to factors such as social desirability bias and fears of privacy breaches 
and associated repercussions. Thus, actual cannabis usage rates are very likely higher than the rates found in this study – although we 
cannot estimate to what degree usage might be under-reported. Notably, about 5% of Canadians do not provide a response to the Ever 
Used question. 

o Nevertheless, survey results among users are widely regarded as reliable. Most importantly, when considering tracking research, it has 
been shown that under-reporting has little-to-no impact on estimating trends – as long as the magnitude of under-reporting remains 
constant over time. 

• When displaying and discussing results among “users,” we are referencing results among those who have used cannabis in the 
past 12 months (n=153). As a guideline, a probability-based sample of n=153 carries a margin of error of + 7.9%, 19 times out of 20.

• All questions about marijuana included the following description on the bottom of each question page: Note: Marijuana is also       
known as cannabis, weed, pot, grass, mary jane, etc. This survey refers to marijuana or cannabis in all of its different forms             
and extracts, such as joints, edibles, hashish, hash, hash oil, shatter, and wax. This survey does not refer to synthetic marijuana,        
also known as spice, K2, K3, etc. 

Notes on Analysis and Reporting:
Analysing usage rates and “users”

Excerpt
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Executive Summary

• The general public is cautious about legalization.
• They hold largely negative expectations and numerous concerns – especially about road safety/impaired 

driving and youth usage/impacts.

• But, they nevertheless accept it.  
• Although Canadians with opinions on legalization and its various elements are largely split, an additional two-in-ten 

Canadians express ambivalence and largely positive orientations on matters pertaining to the issue – effectively providing 
tacit approval. Thus, a majority of Canadians either accept or explicitly approve of legalization and its 
various elements, including alternate marijuana forms, home growing regulations, and pardons for those who currently 
have a criminal record for small-amount possession.  

• Quebec is an outlier, reporting significantly higher negative orientations and outright opposition.  

• There is some concern, uncertainty, and lack of consensus on various policy options, but the public tends 
to support options that increase safeguards (especially for youth and road safety) and 
improve the likelihood that the new legal system will succeed in replacing the black market. 
• It is noteworthy that previous waves of research have demonstrated that effective information delivery about regulations 

has the potential to increase approval.

• Based on stated intentions, legalization appears likely to spur a minimal increase in marijuana 
usage – especially regular usage – at least in the early stages.

Excerpt
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A2. Have you ever used marijuana in some form - whether smoked, vaped, dabbed, or consumed in edible form? [Base: Overall N=1,227] 
A3. And, about when was the last time that you used marijuana in some form - whether smoked, vaped, dabbed, or consumed in edible form? [Base: Used marijuana; n=471]

• 13% Among 
All Canadians

Four-in-ten (37%) Canadians say they have used 
marijuana in their lifetime, with one-in-eight (13%; +2) 
saying they have used in the past 12 months 

34%

15%

10%

13%

28%

In the last 12 months

13 months to 5 years ago

More than 5 years to 10 years ago

More than 10 years to 20 years 
ago

More than 20 years ago

TIME LAST USED MARIJUANA
(among past users only)

Note: The remaining questions in this chapter about usage were asked only of the cohort who have used marijuana in some form in the past 12 
months. Unless otherwise specified, all references to “users” in this entire report refer to those who have used marijuana in the past 12 months. 

All questions about marijuana included the following description on the bottom of each question page:
Note: Marijuana is also known as cannabis, weed, pot, grass, mary jane, etc. This survey refers to marijuana or cannabis in all of its different 
forms and extracts, such as joints, edibles, hashish, hash, hash oil, shatter, and wax. This survey does not refer to synthetic marijuana, also 
known as spice, K2, K3, etc.  

37%
58%

2%
3%

Yes

No

DK / Unsure

Prefer not to say

EVER USED MARIJUANA

Excerpt



Just 5% of Canadians report using marijuana at least 
once per week, and another 2% report using monthly  
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Discrepancies due to rounding. Based on results of 3 questions:  
A2. Have you ever used marijuana in some form - whether smoked, vaped, dabbed, or consumed in edible form? [Base: Overall N=1227] 
A3. And, about when was the last time that you used marijuana in some form - whether smoked, vaped, dabbed, or consumed in edible form? [Base: Used marijuana ever; n=471] 
A4. In the last 12 months, about how often have you used marijuana in some form - whether smoked, vaped, dabbed, or consumed in edible form? [Base:  Users – Have used in past 12 months n=153]

3%

2%

2%

5%

5%

19%

58%

6%

Daily or almost daily (in past 12 months)

Once or a few times per week (in past 12 
months)

Once or a few times per month (in past 12 
months)

1-6 times per year (in past 12 months)

13 month - 5 years ago (Last time used)

More than 5 years ago (Last time used)

Never

Prefer not to say

• 13% of Canadians report using 
marijuana in the past 12 months

• Just one in twenty (5%) Canadians say they use marijuana on a daily or weekly basis; a quarter (24%) used it more than a year ago and 
six in ten (58%) never used it. About one in twenty (6%) did not provide and answer. 

Wave 2: 11% Past 12 month users 

Wave 1: 11% Past 12 month users 

Excerpt



37%

34%

40%

40%

43%

37%

41%

25%

41%

35%

13%

12%

13%

22%

16%

6%

10%

4%

12%

13%

All

Women

Men

18-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

Child in HH

No Child in HH

Demographic profile of marijuana users:

8A2. Have you ever used marijuana in some form - whether smoked, vaped, dabbed, or consumed in edible form? [Base: Overall N=1,227] 
A3. And, about when was the last time that you used marijuana in some form - whether smoked, vaped, dabbed, or consumed in edible form? [Base: Used ; n=471]

Past 12 Month Users are most likely to be millennials and residents of Alberta, Ontario, and 
Atlantic Canada – and least likely to reside in Quebec and Manitoba

37%

34%

42%

46%

34%

34%

35%

51%

13%

12%

18%

11%

10%

14%

9%

13%

All

BC

AB

SK

MN

ON

QC

ATL

Ever used marijuana

Used in past 12 months

Excerpt



9C3. Overall, how much do you approve or disapprove of the federal government legalizing the recreational use of marijuana in Canada on October 17, 2018?
[Base: Overall W3: n=1,227, W2: n=1,207, W1: n=1,202]  Note: In Waves 1 and 2, question was asked in terms of support/opposition rather than approval/disapproval.

• Canadians are still divided about legalization, with 35% approval, 42% disapproval, and 23% either ambivalent (19%) or unsure (4%).
• Notably, the Ambivalents tend to be more positive than negative about marijuana and legalization expectations and elements.  About three-in-

ten Canadians express intense disapproval. Approval stands at 60% among Ever users and 82% among Past 12-Month users. This compares to 
only 20% among those who have never used.    

• Regional variations: Support is highest in the Atlantic (44%) and Manitoba (41%); middling in BC (39%), Ontario (38%) and Saskatchewan 
(33%) and lowest in Alberta (29%) and Quebec (28%).

WAVE 3 WAVE 2 WAVE 1

16% 18%

20% 23%

22% 10%

14% 16%

24% 28%

4% 5%

17%

18%

19%

13%

28%

4%

Strongly approve

Somewhat approve

Ambivalent - Neither approve 
nor disapprove

Somewhat disapprove

Strongly disapprove

Don't know / Unsure

Although more disapprove (42%) than approve (35%) of 
legalization, a slim majority (54%) indicate acceptance of the law 
through expressed approval or tacit approval (19% ambivalent) 

Excerpt



Demographic profile of approval and disapproval:
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Approval of legalization is highest among men, Under 40s, and in Ontario and Atlantic Canada. 
Regionally, opposition is highest in Quebec, most notably outside of Montreal, and in Alberta.

35%

32%

38%

41%

43%

35%

30%

34%

25%

34%

36%

42%

45%

39%

29%

32%

42%

47%

53%

53%

44%

41%

Total

Women

Men

18-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

70+

Child in HH

No child HH

35%

39%

29%

33%

41%

38%

28%

44%

32%

25%

82%

60%

20%

42%

39%

48%

42%

29%

38%

52%

34%

46%

52%

6%

23%

55%

Total

BC
AB
SK
MN
ON

QUE
ATL

MTL
Rest QUE

Users - past yr
Users - ever

Non-users

• In Quebec, half are opposed (52%); opposition is higher outside of Montreal (52%) than in Montreal (46%), with Quebec City topping out 
at 72% opposition. Moreover, opposition in Quebec is quite intense, with 41% strongly opposed, up from 32% in the last wave.

Approve

Disapprove

C3. Overall, how much do you approve or disapprove of the federal government legalizing the recreational use of marijuana in Canada on October 17, 2018?
[Base: All respondents N=1,227]

Excerpt



Approval rooted in normalized view of marijuana, tax revenue 
expectations, and desire to reduce black market. Disapproval 
rooted in anti-drug orientations and concerns about road safety, 
youth usage, and health

11C4A. And, what is the main reason why you approve the federal government legalizing the recreational use of marijuana? [Base: Strongly/ Somewhat Approve Legalization n=430]
C4B. And, what is the main reason why you disapprove of the federal government legalizing the recreational use of marijuana? [Base: Strongly/ Somewhat Disapprove Legalization n=518]

Top 10 Reasons for APPROVING legalization

19%

17%

16%

14%

13%

9%

7%

7%

6%

6%

Tax revenue from the sale (will help improve 
services/reduce deficit)

Will stop the gangs from selling/drug dealers/ diminishes 
impact of organized crime/black market

Marijuana is safer than cigarettes or alcohol/marijuana is 
safe to use/cigarettes and alcohol are legal/is no worse 

than/not harmful/there are worse drugs out there

Health benefits/pain management/helps with stress and 
anxiety/medicinal benefits

Many people use it already so legalize it

Should be legal so people aren't being fined or jailed for 
personal use/don't get a record/avoid unjust criminal 

consequences

Decrease stress/burden on the criminal justice system from 
courts to prisons

Seems like the right thing to do/makes sense/it's a good 
thing/it's about time/more good than harm/should not be 

illegal (non specific)
Legalizing will make the product safer/reduce illegal grow 
ops/quality control/know what's in it/won't be laced with 

something else

Alcohol and cigarettes are legal

Top 10 Reasons for DISAPPROVING legalization

19%

18%

10%

9%

8%

7%

6%

6%

6%

5%

Negative health affects/not healthy to use/harmful 
substance/2nd hand smoke/bad for overall health

Unsafe for people to drive/operate machinery while under 
the influence of marijuana/cause accidents

Dangerous/harmful/negative impact/will cause 
problems/bad/don't approve (not specified further)

Dangerous for children/youth/negative health effects on 
youth/brain development

Marijuana is a drug/hate drugs/a bad drug

It's addictive/will cause addiction/drug abuse/dependence

Can't stand the smell/it smells/smell will impact public 
spaces

Will get in the hands of children/easier access for 
children/young people

Will make marijuana easier to obtain/increase number of 
people using marijuana

Gateway drug/leads to harder drug use Excerpt



WAVE 3 WAVE 2 WAVE 1

21% 20%

32% 32%

29% 25%

14% 19%

4% 4%

As in previous waves of research, slim majority continues 
to feel concerned about legalization

12C5B. And, overall, how concerned are you - if at all - about legalizing recreational marijuana in Canada?
[Base: Overall  W3: N=1,227, W2: N=1,207, W1: N=1,202]

Almost a quarter are very concerned, while another three in ten are somewhat concerned 

23%

30%

25%

16%

5%

Very concerned

Somewhat concerned

Not very concerned

Not concerned at all

Don't know / Unsure

• There is close alignment between approval of legalization and concern, and vice versa:  only 16% of those who approve express concern, 
whereas 92% of those who disapprove do. 

• There are no significant differences in concern across the country.
• Women (26%) are more likely to be very concerned than men (20%).

Excerpt



Less than two-in-ten (17%) Canadians are very or somewhat 
likely to buy marijuana through legal retail: 67% of Past 12 
Month Users, 37% of Ever Users, and just 5% of Never Users

13

7%

10%

13%

62%

7%

37%

30%

16%

7%

9%

17%

20%

18%

39%

5%

1%

4%

10%

80%

5%

Very likely

Somewhat likely

Not very likely

Not Likely At All

Don't know / Unsure

• As seen in the previous research waves, these findings suggests that legalization is likely to spur a minimal increase in marijuana usage, 
at least initially. Only 5% of those who have never used marijuana are likely to buy it legally – and just 1% say they are very likely.  

• Among past-12-month users, 23% say they are not very or not at all likely to purchase through the legal system, suggesting there is still 
some work to do in order to eliminate the black market. There is no significant change in these findings since December 2017.

LIKELIHOOD OF PURCHASING THROUGH LEGAL MARIJUANA SYSTEM

All

Users (Past 12 Months)

Users (Have Ever Used)

Never Used

E1A. And, when recreational marijuana is legalized... How likely are you to buy marijuana through the new legal marijuana system?
[Base: Overall W3: N=1,227]
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Among those expressing some degree of likelihood to buy 
through legal retail, just under four-in-ten (38%) expect to do 
so regularly or occasionally – about 12% of total population

14E1B. And, do you think you will most likely...
[Base: Likely (excluding those saying Don’t know or Not At All Likely) to buy through legal system; W3: n=370, W2: n=375]

• Notably, among those who have never used marijuana who also indicated some likelihood to buy legally, only 3% expect to buy marijuana 
regularly, 7% expect to do so occasionally, 41% expect to try it once or twice since it is legal, and 30% think they are most likely to never try it.

• Among Past 12 Month Users who indicated some likelihood to buy legally, one in three intend to buy regularly (29%) or occasionally (39%), 
with another 23% intending to try it once or twice – which could prove a challenge for provincial retail systems.

12%

26%

35%

17%

10%

29%

39%

23%

8%

2%

16%

33%

33%

12%

6%

3%

7%

41%

30%

19%

Buy marijuana regularly

Buy marijuana occasionally

Buy marijuana just once or twice - just because
its legal and/or to try out the new system

Most likely never will buy through the new legal
system

Don't know / Unsure

ANTICIPATED FREQUENCY OF LEGAL PURCHASES AMONG THOSE INDICATING THEY 
ARE LIKELY TO BUY VIA THE LEGAL SYSTEM 

All

Users (Past 12 Months)

Users (Have Ever Used)

Never Used
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For information or subscription inquiries, please contact:
Craig Worden, President

craigworden@pollara.com

www.pollara.com

An Excerpt from Full Report, 
Providing Overview of Findings on Usage, 
Approval, & Likelihood to Buy Legal  


