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POLLARA STRATEGIC INSIGHTS IS A MEMBER OF THE CANADIAN RESEARCH INSIGHTS COUNCIL 
(CRIC), AND THIS RESEARCH WAS CONDUCTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH CRIC STANDARDS.

Field Period The survey was fielded from March 16 to 25, 2026.

Sample
Polling data in this report comes from an online survey n=3,200 adult Albertans. 
Respondents were recruited from a mix of the Leger and Dynata online research 
panels.

Reliability
Online surveys cannot be assigned a margin of error. As a guideline, a probability 
sample of  this size carries a margin of error of ± 1.7%, 19 times out of 20. 

Weighting
Data has been weighted using the most current region, gender, education, and 
age Census data, to ensure the sample reflects the population adult Albertans.
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▪ Familiarity and impressions of Mark Carney and Pierre Poilievre are 
nearly identical to each other in Alberta.

▪ While Danielle Smith is better known than Naheed Nenshi, he enjoys 
a higher net impression rating (Smith: -14, Nenshi: +6).

▪ 27% of decided voters in Alberta would vote to separate, a record-
high over the 5 years Pollara has been tracking this.

• While provincial NDP and federal Liberal/NDP voters are 
overwhelmingly against separatism (96%+ would vote to remain), 
provincial UCP and federal Conservatives voters are split.

▪ Though support for Alberta separatism remains relatively low, support 
rises to 42% when you add in Albertans who say they might vote to 
separate as a way to “send a message” to Ottawa.

▪ Despite growing support for separatism, 84% of Albertans are “proud to 
be Canadian”, an increase from 2022.

• Notably, 58% of those who would vote to separate are still “proud to 
be Canadian”.

Key Findings

27%
of decided voters in Alberta 

would vote to separate 
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Political Figures
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Total Familiar 
(know a lot + know something)

Overall Calgary Edmonton Rest of Prov

Danielle Smith 88% 87% 85% 89%

Rachel Notley 72% 75% 73% 71%

Jason Kenney 69% 69% 64% 70%

Naheed Nenshi 67% 81% 62% 64%

Brian Jean 43% 32% 44% 47%

Adriana LaGrange 32% 30% 36% 32%

Jeremy Farkas 26% 63% 13% 14%

Andrew Knack 23% 11% 58% 16%

Nate Horner 19% 18% 23% 19%

Familiarity with Provincial & Municipal Political Figures

How familiar are you with each of the following people?
Base: All Respondents, Some Split Sampled (n=1,599 to 3,200).
Home ridings/city bolded for mayors + non-party leader MLAs

3%

9%

11%

15%

34%

40%

26%

23%

51%

10%

18%

20%

18%

23%

28%

64%

10%

30%

38%

40%

39%

39%

30%

24%

13%

59%

17%

50%

32%

29%

28%

14%

8%

17%

17%

3%

HAVEN’T HEARD OF 
THEM

KNOW VERY LITTLE KNOW SOMETHING KNOW A LOT
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NET Sentiment
(excited + comfortable) – (frustrated + angry)

Overall Calgary Edmonton Rest of Prov

Jeromy Farkas +12 +37 +1 +5

Brian Jean +9 +6 0 +14

Naheed Nenshi +6 +14 +11 +1

Jason Kenney +2 -4 -12 +8

Andrew Knack +1 +2 +4 -1

Rachel Notley -1 +3 +20 -9

Nate Horner -1 +5 -4 -2

Adriana LaGrange -11 -5 -15 -13

Danielle Smith -14 -20 -31 -6

Sentiment Towards Provincial & Municipal Political Figures

How familiar are you with each of the following people?
Base: All Respondents, Some Split Sampled (n=1,599 to 3,200).
Home ridings/city bolded for mayors + non-party leader MLAs

77%

60%

35%

35%

80%

30%

83%

71%

14%

4%

7%

7%

14%

3%

11%

4%

3%

4%

6%

16%

9%

2%

18%

2%

11%

32%

2%

6%

10%

16%

5%

12%

5%

8%

16%

13%

17%

24%

20%

7%

22%

5%

6%

18%

3%

4%

8%

6%

2%

7%

2%

16%

NOT FAMILIAR 
WITH THEM

NONE OF
THESE FEELINGS

ANGRY FRUSTRATED COMFORTABLE EXCITED

Percentages less than 2% not shown
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Total Familiar 
(know a lot + know something)

Overall Calgary Edmonton Rest of Prov

Pierre Poilievre 84% 84% 83% 85%

Mark Carney 84% 87% 86% 83%

Michelle Rempel Garner 28% 34% 24% 27%

Heather McPherson 18% 17% 30% 15%

Matt Jeneroux 13% 13% 20% 11%

Corey Hogan 11% 16% 13% 9%

Avi Lewis 10% 13% 14% 8%

Eleanor Olszewski 9% 11% 14% 6%

Familiarity with Federal Political Figures

How familiar are you with each of the following people?
Base: All Respondents, Some Split Sampled (n=1,599 to 3,200).
Home ridings bolded for non-party leader MPs

3%

2%

49%

53%

65%

65%

65%

70%

12%

13%

22%

29%

21%

24%

25%

21%

43%

44%

20%

14%

11%

10%

9%

7%

42%

40%

9%

5%

3%

HAVEN’T HEARD OF 
THEM

KNOW VERY LITTLE KNOW SOMETHING KNOW A LOT

Percentages less than 2% not shown
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NET Sentiment
(excited + comfortable) – (frustrated + angry)

Overall Calgary Edmonton Rest of Prov

Michelle Rempel Garner +12 +11 +1 +16

Pierre Poilievre +8 +5 -10 +14

Mark Carney +7 +19 +20 -1

Corey Hogan +4 +6 +2 +3

Heather McPherson +3 +3 +8 +2

Eleanor Olszewski +3 +3 +2 +3

Avi Lewis +1 +1 +3 +1

Matt Jeneroux -2 +3 -1 -4

Sentiment Towards Federal Political Figures

How familiar are you with each of the following people?
Base: All Respondents, Some Split Sampled (n=1,599 to 3,200).
Home ridings bolded for non-party leader MPs

74%

18%

18%

91%

85%

93%

92%

89%

4%

6%

6%

2%

4%

2%

2%

2%

2%

19%

18%

3%

3%

15%

16%

2%

2%

13%

22%

28%

5%

5%

3%

2%

3%

5%

19%

14%

2%

NOT FAMILIAR 
WITH THEM

NONE OF
THESE FEELINGS

ANGRY FRUSTRATED COMFORTABLE EXCITED

Percentages less than 2% not shown
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Alberta Separatism
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If a provincial referendum were held tomorrow on whether or not your province should separate from Canada to form its own country, 
how would you most likely vote?
Base: All Respondents (n=3,200).

Support for Separatism in Alberta: 
Hits 5-year high amidst referendum talk

If a provincial referendum were held tomorrow on whether or not your province should separate from Canada to form its own country, how would you most likely vote?
Is there a choice that you are leaning towards?
Base: All Respondents (n=3,200).

19%

18%
13%

18% 16%
21% 20% 19% 16%

22%
18% 19%

25%

65%
69%

73% 74% 74%
69% 70% 71% 74%

68% 68%
75%

69%

JAN

2021

MAR

2021

MAR

2022

NOV

2022

MAR

2023

OCT

2023

MAR

2024

OCT

2024

FEB

2025

MAY

2025

SEP

2025

DEC

2025

MAR

2026

Voting Intention in a Hypothetical Alberta Separation Referendum

 REMAIN

 SEPARATE – DECIDED VOTE

 SEPARATE

23% 21% 15% 20% 18% 23% 22% 21% 17% 24% 21% 20% 27%
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If a provincial referendum were held tomorrow on whether or not your province should separate from Canada to form its own country, how would you most likely vote?
Is there a choice that you are leaning towards?
Base: All Respondents (n=3,200).

Support for Separatism in Alberta – Demographic Summary 

18% 16%
30% 24% 30% 28% 22% 23% 29% 25% 19%

76% 77%
63% 72% 61% 67%

72% 70% 63% 69% 77%

6% 7% 7% 4% 9% 5% 6% 7% 8% 6% 4%

Calgary Edmonton Rest of AB Men

18-34

Men

35-49

Men

50-64

Men

65+

Women

18-34

Women

35-49

Women

50-64

Women

65+

 SEPARATE – 
     DECIDED VOTE

19% 18% 32% 25% 33% 30% 24% 25% 32% 27% 19%

▪ Support for separatism (decided vote) sits at 29% among those born in Alberta, 25% among those born in other provinces, 
and 21% among those born outside Canada. 

REMAIN

SEPARATE



12

Decided Vote

OVERALL NDP Voters UCP Voters

REMAIN
in Canada

73% 97% 45%

SEPARATE
from Canada and form its own country

27% 3% 55%

Support for Separatism in Alberta – Partisan Divide

If a provincial referendum were held tomorrow on whether or not your province should separate from Canada to form its own country, how would you most likely vote?
Is there a choice that you are leaning towards?
Base: All Respondents (n=3,200).

Alberta Separation Referendum Vote Intention

OVERALL:  REMAIN 69% | SEPARATE 5% | UNDECIDED 4% | WOULD NOT VOTE 2%

▪ 96% of federal Liberal and NDP voters would vote for Alberta to stay in Canada, while federal 
Conservative voters are split 50% - 50% on the question.
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Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? - Even if I don't want Alberta to separate, 
I'd consider voting for separatism in a referendum as a way to send a message to Ottawa
Base: Voting to “stay” or undecided (n=2,576)

The Protest Vote: 
Has the potential to vault support for separation over 40%

▪ Men, especially younger men, are the most likely to be open to a “send 
a message” vote for separatism (33% of men under 50 who would not 
otherwise vote to separate would consider this).

Even if I don't want Alberta to separate, I'd 
consider voting for separatism in a referendum 

as a way to send a message to Ottawa

(Asked among those not voting to separate)

8%

13%

12%

56%

11%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

21% agree 27% Initial support for separatism (decided vote)

15% Considering a protest vote

42% Of Albertans would vote to separate if everyone 
considering a protest vote followed through

DON’T KNOW STRONGLY 
DISAGREE

SOMEWHAT 
DISAGREE

SOMEWHAT 
AGREE

STRONGLY 
AGREE
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Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 
Base: All respondents (n=3,200)

Canadian and Albertan Identity: 
Even Alberta separatists are proud to be Canadian

▪ The majority (58%) of those who would vote for Alberta to separate still consider themselves “proud to be Canadian”. 
This includes 30% who strongly agree with that sentiment. If those who strongly agree they are proud to be Canadian 
switched their vote to remain in Canada, support for separatism would fall to 19%.

TOTAL AGREE

TOTAL Separate Remain UCP NDP

I’m proud to be Canadian 84% 58% 94% 76% 96%

I’m proud to be from Alberta 77% 94% 71% 93% 60%

3%

4%

7%

7%

6%

12%

21%

24%

63%

53%

   

DON'T KNOW STRONGLY 
DISAGREE

SOMEWHAT 
DISAGREE

SOMEWHAT 
AGREE

STRONGLY 
AGREE
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